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his teacher’s guide offers background information and ideas for 
classroom activities designed to complement a visit to the Galt. It 
contains information to assist you in planning your visit, 

information and activities for both before and after your visit, and outlines 
what you can expect from your education program. 

The Galt’s Mission 
The Galt Museum & Archives engages and educates our communities 

in the human history of Southwestern Alberta by preserving and sharing 
collections, stories and memories that define our identity and guide our 
future. 

Program Overview 
Meet the Galt is designed for preschool, ECS, and Grade 1 and 2 

students. Through the program, students will develop an understanding of 
the role of the Galt specifically and of museums generally in the community. 
Students will appreciate that the Galt (and museums) have a responsibility to 
share and preserve our shared history and to help develop in the students 
(and all visitors) a sense of belonging and ownership in our history. Further, 
through stories, activities, and their time at the Galt, students will gain an 
understanding of the work done in a museum. 

Program Length 
Meet the Galt runs throughout the school year and is designed to be 60 

minutes in length. Groups wishing to remain for longer a time, should make 
arrangements with the Museum Educator. 

T
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Curriculum Connections 
Written to complement the ECS, grade 1, and 2 programs, this 

program is by its nature flexible enough to handle any topic or idea. 
Social Studies k.2.2 

Helping students value and respect significant people in 
their lives and appreciate the important contributions of 
individuals at home, at school, and in the community. 

Social Studies 1.1: 
Helping students value the groups and communities to 
which they belong 
Helping students examine how they belong and are 
connected to the world. 

Social Studies 1.2: Moving Forward With the Past: My Family, My 
History and My Community 

Helping students appreciate how stories and events of the 
past connect their families and communities to the present. 
Helping students analyze how their families and 
communities in the present are influenced by events or 
people of the past. 

Social Studies 2.2: A Community in the Past 

Confirmation, Cancellations, and Contact Information 
Your program has been scheduled as per the information on your 

confirmation sheet. If you have any questions about your booking or the 
program, please contact the Museum Educator at tours@galtmuseum.com or 
(403) 320-4248. If you must cancel or reschedule a program, please let us
know as soon as possible. We will try to fit your class in at another time as
time permits.

mailto:tours@galtmuseum.com
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Payment 
Payments can be made in advance of the program or on the day of the 

program. The Galt accepts VISA, Mastercard, debit, cash, and cheques. 
Cheques should be made out to the Galt Museum & Archives or City of 
Lethbridge. If payment is made in advance, receipts will be available on the 
day of the program. Otherwise, receipts will be mailed out to the school. 
The payment amount is $45 per class per program. 

Expectations for Visitors 
• There should be one or two adult supervisors per class (this may

include yourself). More adults are always welcome and there is no
cost for adult supervisors. Younger siblings accompanying the class
with their parents are also most welcome to attend the program.

• Running is not permitted in the Galt. There is green space to the south
of the Galt if the class requires a space to stretch their legs.

• In order to protect and preserve the artifacts, drinks, food, and
chewing gum are not permitted in the galleries or Archives. Drinking
and eating are permitted in the Viewing Gallery.

• Because they are fragile and irreplaceable, artifacts on display should
not be touched or handled.

• It is requested that there be no flash photography in the galleries.
Light can, over time, damage the artifacts. Flash photography can be
taken in the viewing gallery and programming areas (ie classroom).

• Visitors are not required to whisper in the Galt. Indoor voices are
preferred.

• Washrooms are located on the main floor in the old part of the
building.
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The Role of Adult Supervisors 
Adult supervisors are an integral part of the Galt’s programs. The 

following suggestions are provided to help make their role clearer and easier 
to manage. Some teachers find it useful to photocopy these suggestions for 
their adult supervisors. 

 Float around and assist during the activities. 
 Maintain the focus of the activities as you assist students 

through the activities. Remind students what they are trying to 
discover and help them troubleshoot problems they encounter. 

 Depending on the activity, supply the students with answers to 
questions and additional information. Your Museum Education 
Volunteer (Docent) or Museum Educator will answer any 
questions you may have. If a question cannot be answered 
during the program, it will be recorded and more information 
will be forwarded to the school. 

 Assist in keeping students together. 
 Ensure that students do not: run in the galleries, touch the 

artifacts on display, or drink or chew gum in the exhibits. 
 Ask any available staff for assistance if there is an emergency. 
 Encourage the students to ask questions and get involved. 
 Enjoy your visit. 

Your Arrival at the Galt 
• The Galt has a parking lot north of the building with bus and vehicle 

parking. 
• Buses and vehicles may drop off and pick up students at the north east 

corner of the building (using the east entrance). This is a fire access 
road so please do not leave vehicles here once they are emptied. 

• Please enter through the east entrance. There is a coat room down the 
hallway to your left as you enter. Please leave all coats and backpacks 
here. Students do not need to remove boots. This coat room is solely 
for the use of programs and is not for general visitors. 

• Galt staff will meet you at the east entrance. 
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Background Information for Meet the Galt 
Meet the Galt may be done in conjunction with any permanent or 

temporary exhibit at the Galt. The decision as to the focus of the tour will be 
made between consultation of the teacher and Galt staff at time of booking. 
The following background information relates to the permanent exhibit 
gallery in the Galt. If the teacher chooses a different exhibit or gallery, 
additional background information may be sent out in conjunction with this 
manual at the time of booking. Also, it will not be possible for one tour to 
cover all of the themes listed below. 

Southern Alberta is a land of incredible scenery, rich natural resources, 
and a wealth of innovative and creative people. It is a land where making a 
living was never easy. A land where perseverance and adaptability could fill 
a person’s pocket with money and his heart with satisfaction. 

People with vision have lived and settled here. They developed new 
ways to farm the land and invested in businesses. They built prosperous, 
sustainable communities. The Galt’s main gallery covers, in a thematic way, 
the history of southern Alberta from its earliest times to today.  

Themes covered in the main gallery include: 
Chinook Winds: This part of the exhibit explores the significance of the 

Chinook wind on life on the prairies, how the Chinook wind forms, how 
wind can be harnessed for power, and the advantages and disadvantages of 
wind power. 

The natural features, flora, and fauna of southern Alberta: This part of 
the exhibit focuses on the natural features – rivers, coulees, foothills, 
prairies, and mountains – as well as how these natural features have affected 
settlement and development. 
The role of the bison in the natural and cultural history of southern Alberta 
will be discussed. 

Geology and geomorphology will also be highlighted here.: 
Kainai: This area focuses on the history, present, and future of the 

Kainai people exploring both pre-contact and contact periods of the 
Blackfoot past.
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1. Irrigation and Farming: The stories of homesteading, droughts, 

Depression, dryland and irrigation farming, and the Research Station 
are presented here. 

2. The NWMP: The North West Mounted Police story unfolds at the 
junction of the agriculture, coal mining, and Kainai exhibits, bridging 
the stories of First Peoples and settlement. 

3. Coal Mining: Artifacts & displays in this area will give an overview 
of the mining story, the dangers and disasters, and the ethnic 
communities were attracted to southern Alberta because of coal 
mining. 
 
This area also highlights the importance of coal to the establishment 
of Lethbridge and other southern Alberta communities. 

4. The High Level Bridge: Highlighting the role of the railroad in 
settling the west and connecting Canada. 

5. Immigration and Settlement: This part of the exhibit will describe the 
immigration of different ethnic groups to the area, some initially 
attracted by work at the coal mines and others to the land. 

6. The Soldier’s Story: Artifacts, pictures, and stories from the various 
wars will be displayed here. 

7. The Japanese Experience: This area will focus on the Canadian-
Japanese story in southern Alberta from immigration to work on the 
sugar beet farms and their subsequent integration into local 
communities to the painful days of Second World War. 

8. Ranching: A huge free-standing boot is the backdrop for the story of 
large ranches, killing winters, land leases, modern computerized and 
airplane-assisted ranching, heritage rangelands, and the development 
of rodeo.
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9. Entrepreneurs and Business People: This area will focus on the 
commercial history of Lethbridge and southern Alberta showing the 
development from a coal mining and agricultural supply centre to the 
world of today with its manufacturing and educational institutions. 

10. History Through the Headlines: In a loosely recreated newspaper 
office, this space will present new and old stories of southern Alberta 
as they related to community building, important issues, and events. 

Pre- and Post-Activities 
These activities can be done prior to your visit to the Galt or after you 

have returned to your classroom. 
Something Special 
Draw a picture of something old in your house. Is this a special 

treasure? If yes, why? 
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It was my Mom’s or Dad’s 
Draw a picture of something that belonged to your Mom or Dad when 

she or he was a child. Ask your parent why it was important to him or her. 
Do they still have that object? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What’s a museum? 

Discuss with your students what they think a museum is. For this 
program, the Galt uses the definition that a museum is place that stores and 
cares for old treasures (artifacts) and uses these treasures to tell and share 
stories about southern Alberta and her people. 

Collections 
Talk about collections with your class. Many people collect things, 

whether it is comics, toys, baseball cards, or other items. Find out who in 
your class enjoys collecting items and what they collect. You might have 
your students bring in some of these collections for Show and Tell. 

Classroom Museum 
Encourage your class to create a museum at the school and invite other 

classes to visit. 
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Sharing Stories 
Our approach at the Galt is that we are about sharing stories so we can 

all learn about our history. Encourage your students to share stories about 
their visit to the Galt either by writing or drawing about their favourite thing 
they saw, imagining what it would have been like to live at that time, etc. 

Other Stories to Share 
Encourage a senior citizen from your community to come into your 

classroom and share stories with your class. 

Your Galt Program 
Activity 1: Welcome and Introduction 

Students will be welcomed to the museum and will review what a 
museum is and the expectations of visitors to the museum. 

Activity 2: Getting to Know the Galt 
Students will be guided on an interactive exploration of the Galt and its 

galleries and exhibits. 
Activity 3: Conclusion 

Students will review the activities of the program and will be invited to 
visit the Galt again. 
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Glossary 
Museum 

• "A museum is a non-profit making, permanent institution in the 
service of society and of its development, and open to the public, 
which acquires, conserves, researches, communicates and exhibits, for 
purposes of study, education and enjoyment, material evidence of 
people and their environment." (International Council of Museums 
Definition) 

• A museum is a special place with special treasures, objects, and 
pictures for all of us to enjoy and learn about that tells stories. Every 
museum tells a different story. (Program Definition) 

Artifact 
• An object produced or shaped by human craft, especially a tool, 

weapon, or ornament, of archaeological or historical important 
• Any one of the special objects in the museum. (Program Definition) 

Archives 
• A depository containing historical records, documents, and 

photographs 
• Where the photographs and documents are kept (Program Definition) 

Evaluation 
An evaluation form was sent out with your confirmation. Evaluation 

results allow us to offer the most effective and highest standard program that 
we can. Your feedback and suggestions are greatly appreciated. Please fax 
the form back to us at (403) 329-4958 or mail to Museum Educator 
 at 910 4 Ave S, Lethbridge, AB T1J 0P6. 
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