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his teacher’s guide offers background information and ideas for 
classroom activities designed to complement a visit to the Galt. It 
contains information to assist you in planning your visit, 

information and activities for both before and after your visit, and outlines 
what you can expect from your education program. 

The Galt’s Mission 
 The Galt Museum & Archives engages and educates our communities 

in the human history of Southwestern Alberta by preserving and sharing 
collections, stories and memories that define our identity and guide our 
future. 

Program Overview 
Water for the Prairies looks at how irrigation transformed the Palliser 

Triangle into the southern Alberta of today. The program encourages 
students to discover how irrigation has affected the history and development 
of southern Alberta and looks at topics as far-ranging as settlement patterns 
and immigration, recreation, the environment and more. The program also 
looks at the effect natural resources, and their use, have had on the 
development of communities in southern Alberta. 

Program Length 
Water for the Prairies runs throughout the school year and is designed 

to be 90 minutes in length. Groups wishing to remain for a longer time, 
should make arrangements with the Museum Educator. 

T 
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Curriculum Connections 
Written to complement the Grade 5 Social Studies Curriculum, Water 

for the Prairies looks at subjects as diverse as the use and conservation of a 
natural resource, the link between immigration and irrigation, and the 
economic role irrigation has played in southern Alberta. The program 
addresses the following curriculum objectives: 

5.1 Physical Geography of Canada 
5.1.1 Value Canada’s physical geography and natural 

environment 
Appreciate how the land sustains communities and the 
diverse ways that people have of living with the land 

5.1.2 Examine, critically, the physical geography of Canada 
How do landforms, bodies of water and natural resources 
affect the quality of life in Canada? 

5.1.3 Analyze how people in Canada interact with the 
environment 
In what ways do natural resources and the physical 
geography of a region determine the establishment of 
communities? 
How are natural resources used, exchanged and 
conserved in Canada? 

5.2 Histories and Stories of Ways of Life in Canada 
5.2.1 Appreciate the complexity of identity in the Canadian 

context 
Acknowledge the contributions made by diverse cultural 
groups to the evolution of Canada. 

5.3 Canada: Shaping an Identity 
5.3.4 Assess, critically, how economic booms and crashes 

affected ways of life in Canada 
How did the economic boom immediately following the 
Second World War affect ways of life in Canada? 
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Confirmation, Cancellations, and Contact Information 
Your program has been scheduled as per the information on your 

confirmation sheet. If you have any questions about your booking or the 
program, please contact the Museum Educator at  tours@galtmuseum.com 
or (403) 320-4248. If you must cancel or reschedule a program, please let us 
know as soon as possible. We will try to fit your class in at another time as 
time permits. 

Payment 
Payments can be made in advance of the program, on the day of the 

program or your school can be invoiced at the end of the month. The Galt 
accepts VISA, MasterCard, debit, cash, and cheques. Cheques should be 
made out to the Galt Museum & Archives or City of Lethbridge. If 
payment is made in advance, receipts will be mailed out or available on the 
day of the program. Otherwise, receipts will be mailed out to the school. The 
payment amount is $45 per class per program. 

mailto:tours@galtmuseum.com
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Expectations for Visitors 
• There should be one or two adult supervisors per class (this may 

include yourself). More adults are always welcome and there is no 
cost for adult supervisors. Younger siblings accompanying the class 
with their parents are also most welcome to attend the program. 

• Running is not permitted in the Galt. There is green space to the south 
of the Galt if the class requires a space to stretch their legs. 

• In order to protect and preserve the artifacts, drinks, food, and 
chewing gum are not permitted in the galleries or Archives. Drinking 
and eating are permitted in the Classroom and Viewing Gallery. 

• Because they are fragile and irreplaceable, artifacts on display should 
not be touched or handled. 

• It is requested that there be no flash photography in the galleries. 
Light can, over time, damage the artifacts. Flash photographs can be 
taken in the viewing gallery and programming areas (i.e. classroom). 

• Visitors are not required to whisper in the Galt. Indoor voices are 
preferred. 

• Washrooms are located on the main floor in the old portion of the 
building. 
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The Role of Adult Supervisors 
Adult supervisors are an integral part of the Galt’s programs. The 

following suggestions are provided to help make their role clearer and easier 
to manage. Some teachers find it useful to photocopy these suggestions. 

 Float around and assist during the activities. 
 Maintain the focus of the activities as you assist students 

through the activities. Remind students of what they are trying 
to discover and help them troubleshoot problems they may 
encounter. Try not to answer the questions for the students, but 
to encourage them to problem solve. 

 Depending on the activity, supply the students with answers to 
questions and additional information. Your Museum Education 
Volunteer (Docent) or Museum Educator will answer any 
questions you may have. If a question cannot be answered 
during the program, it will be recorded and more information 
will be forwarded to the school. 

 Assist in keeping students together. 
 Ensure that students do not: run in the galleries, touch the 

artifacts on display, or drink or chew gum in the exhibits. 
 Encourage the students to ask questions and get involved. 
 Enjoy your visit. 

Your Arrival at the Galt 
• The Galt has a parking lot north of the building. 
• Buses and vehicles may drop off and pick up students at the east side 

of the building (using the east entrance). This is a fire access road so 
please do not leave vehicles here once they are emptied. 

• Please enter through the east entrance. This entrance is solely used for 
school programs. If you persons arriving late, please ask them to use 
the north doors. There is a coat room down the hallway to your left as 
you enter. Please leave all coats and backpacks here. Students do not 
need to remove boots. This coat room is solely for the use of programs 
and is not for general visitors. 

• Galt staff will meet you at the east entrance. 
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Background Information for Water for the Prairies 
Brief History of Irrigation in Southern Alberta (adapted from the 

Galt’s Irrigation Brochure with additional information) 
When formed in 1885, Lethbridge was a one-company, one-industry 

town whose fortunes relied on the North Western Coal & Navigation 
Company. 

Even with a narrow-gauge rail line to Dunmore on the CPR, and 
another to Montana (completed in 1890 by the Galt’s second enterprise, the 
Alberta Railway and Coal Company), the community did not boom as 
expected. 

The Dominion Government had granted large tracts of land to the Galt 
companies in return for building the two rail lines. Land sales provided a 
further opportunity for profit, but the Galts needed people to buy the land 
and to farm it. 

Charles Ora Card, the LDS leader, bought land from the AR & C Co. 
for his followers. Because the area was so dry, he encouraged Elliott Galt to 
undertake a major irrigation project. 

Unable to secure financing at a time of nationwide recession, Galt 
nevertheless formed the Alberta Irrigation Company to purchase 
AR & C Co. land for future irrigation projects. He and Charles A. Magrath, 
AR & C Co. Company Land Commissioner, supported by the Lethbridge 
News, lobbied the government for almost 10 years. 

Finally, in 1896, the Government and the CPR agreed to assist the 
irrigation plan with funds, a rail line to the Crowsnest Pass and forgiveness 
of survey fees on old land grants. The old agreement with the Mormons was 
concluded. The religious group provided labour to build the irrigation 
receiving cash and land in exchange. The first major irrigation system in 
Alberta was underway. 

By 1900, over 95 miles of canals had been completed, including the 
main canal from the St. Mary River near the US/Canadian border and 
branches to Stirling and Lethbridge. On 4 September 1900, the first 
irrigation water arrived in Lethbridge. This forever changed Lethbridge – 
trees could be planted and easily maintained, gardens could be enlarged and 
parks, such as Galt Gardens, could finally become more than squares of 
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grass. The Lethbridge News reported the arrival of water in Lethbridge 
thusly: 

“There was rejoicing among the citizens and the small boys of 
Lethbridge found the flowing water a source of much delight…Mayor 
Mewburn was the first person…to plant trees on the lawns about his house” 

The location of the main canal created an international incident, as the 
Americans feared loss of a major water supply. Diversion ditches were 
planned on both sides. The Canadian one, when built, was called the “Spite 
Ditch.” The controversy led to the formation of an International Joint 
Committee to arbitrate such disputes. This committee helped develop the 
1909 Canada/US Boundary Water Rights Treaty. 

By 1905, with promotion from Galt and Magrath as well as the 
Dominion Government and the CPR, the immigration boom was on. People 
lined up for homesteads every year until the outbreak of the First World 
War. The sugar beet industry at Raymond and the model farm near 
Lethbridge demonstrated that agriculture could prosper. 

Promotional ads promoted southern Alberta to potential settlers from 
across Canada and around the world. “NO DROUGHT HERE” and 
“EVERY MAN HIS OWN RAINMAKER” were the battle cry of promoters 
encouraging people to come to southern Alberta. 

With irrigation, agriculture became a major industry in the Lethbridge 
area. Irrigation water flowed from the river to canals, into the farm ditches 
and out into the fields. Farmers inserted and shifted dams to force the water 
into a specific field for a specific crop’s needs. 

The size of the irrigation system, though, was limited by not having off-
stream storage. There were repeated calls for reservoir construction and 
severe water shortages during the Depression even caused quarrelling 
between neighbours, leading to numerous court cases. 

Plans were developed to create storage reservoirs along the irrigation 
system. In the late 1940s plans were made to build the St. Mary Dam, a 
project completed in 1951. Other reservoirs were expanded throughout the 
area. 

Modern irrigation systems have built on the foundation laid by Galt, 
Card and Magrath before the turn of the twentieth century. 
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Pre- and Post-Activities 
These activities can be done prior to your visit to the Galt or after you 

have returned to your classroom. 
Dear Mr. Prime Minister 

Elliott Galt lobbied the government for almost 10 years in order to 
convince them of the need for an irrigation system. The government was not 
interested in the project for various reasons. First, the government and 
country were in the grips of an economic recession and the money wasn’t 
available. Second, the federal government feared that promoting the need for 
irrigation would discourage immigration and actually suppressed the view of 
William Pearce, a surveyor for the Department of the Interior, who was a 
proponent of the irrigation system. Elliott Galt had to struggle to overcome 
these views. 

Write a letter to the Prime Minister as if you are Elliott Galt. In the 
letter outline your arguments for why Canada and Southern Alberta need the 
irrigation system. What are the most convincing arguments you can use? 

As there were five prime ministers between 1886 and 1896, you can 
choose to write to any of the following: Sir John A. MacDonald, Sir John 
Abbott, Sir John Thompson, Sir Mackenzie Bowell, or Sir Charles Tupper. 

Land for Sale 

You are the advertising representative for a real estate company located 
in southern Alberta in 1901. Just the year previous, irrigation arrived in 
Lethbridge and there is irrigated land available for sale to settlers. Design a 
poster that would ensure that people move here (rather than to one of the 
other places in western Canada or the United States). 

I Need It More Than You Do 

Ever since irrigation started in southern Alberta more than 100 years 
ago, there have been groups competing to use the water that is now 
available. In the 1930s, before storage reservoirs and lakes were developed, 
farmers would fight over the water and there were even law suits. Over the 
past several years, water rationing has occurred for both farmers and for 
people in some of the smaller communities. People have only been able to 
water their lawns a limited amount and only on certain days and farmers are 
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only permitted a certain amount of water for their crops. There is concern 
that as water becomes scarcer, these debates will only intensify. 

A new golf course wishes to open. The owners are applying for a 
licence to be able to irrigate the grass for the course. Local farmers fear that 
there will be no water for them if the golf course is allowed to develop. 
Divide the class into two groups and have them debate the pros and cons of 
building the golf course. Pretend you are a local newspaper reporter and you 
have attended a discussion on this event. Write your story. 

Your Galt Program 
Activity 1: Welcome and Introduction 

Students will be welcomed to the museum and will review what a 
museum is and the expectations of visitors to the museum. The group will 
also review the activities of the rest of the program. 

Activity 2: Tour of the Gallery 

An interactive tour of the gallery, using artifacts, anecdotes, 
experiments and exploration will highlight the history of irrigation in 
southern Alberta and the various ways this natural resource has been used 
and adapted by the citizens of south western Alberta.   

Activity 3: Because of this… 

Sometimes in history, one seemingly small event can have great 
consequences. Students will analyze how a decision made by the Galt family 
in the 1890s forever changed the social identity of southern Alberta. 

Activity 4: Conclusion 

Students will review the activities of the program and will be invited to 
visit the museum and Archives again. 

Glossary 
Canal: An artificial ditch or channel developed to carry water along the 

irrigation systems. Canals are usually larger than a ditch. In some places, 
canals are being replaced by underground pipelines to control seepage and 
other issues. 



 Water for the Prairies 11 

 

Drops: Drops are structures designed to lower the elevation of the water 
without causing erosion (lessens the energy of the water as it travels from a 
higher to a lower elevation). Drops are common in our irrigation system as 
the water must travel from the higher elevation in the western part of Alberta 
to the lower elevation in the eastern part of Alberta. 

Dryland Farming or Dry Farming: Farming without irrigation and 
relying on precipitation for crop development. 

Flood Irrigation: A method of irrigation where water is allowed to flood 
or spill over the land in a controlled manner. 

Hand Move: An irrigation system that requires the pipes or sprinkler 
system to be moved manually across the field. 

Irrigation: The intentional application of water to land in order to aid 
crop production. 

Pivot: An automated irrigation system that has the sprinkler system 
move around the field in a circular fashion around a central pivot point. 

Storage Reservoir: A tank or artificial lake built or enlarged for the 
storage of water for irrigation. Many of the lakes used for recreation across 
southern Alberta are storage reservoirs created as part of the development of 
irrigation. 

Wheel Moves: An irrigation system that has the pipes or sprinkler 
system moved on wheels driven by a motor across the field in a linear 
fashion. 

Evaluation 
An evaluation form was sent out with your confirmation. Evaluation 

results allow us to offer the most effective and highest standard program that 
we can. Your feedback and suggestions are greatly appreciated. Please fax 
the form back to us at (403) 329-4958 or mail to Museum Educator at  
910 4 Ave S Lethbridge, AB  T1J 0P6. 
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