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Downtown Lethbridge Treasure Hunt – Teacher’s 
Guide 2 

 

 

 
his teacher’s guide offers background information and ideas 
for classroom activities designed to complement a visit to the 
Galt. It contains information to assist you in planning your 

visit, provides information and activities for both before and after your visit, 
and outlines what you can expect from your education program. 

The Galt’s Mission 
The Galt Museum & Archives engages and educates our communities 

in the human history of Southwestern Alberta by preserving and sharing 
collections, stories and memories that define our identity and guide our 
future. 

Program Overview 
Please remember that this program takes place in Galt Gardens and 

have students dress appropriately for this environment. 
This program is designed as a “treasure hunt” that takes place in the 

Galt Gardens area of downtown Lethbridge. Without leaving Galt Gardens, 
students will be required to identify buildings and structures based on old 
photographs and historical clues. 

This program is designed to help students develop an understanding 
and appreciation for how Lethbridge developed and emerged as a 
community; increase students’ understanding of the built environment and 
awareness of buildings of historic importance in the downtown areas; and 
enhance students’ understanding of the unique character of Lethbridge. The 
program also focuses on students’ ability to work in groups to achieve a 
common goal and their ability to compare and contrast photographs and the 
present environment in order to develop historical thinking skills. 

Because of the location of this program and as students will be working 
in groups, please ensure there is an adult for every 4 or 5 students in the 
class. 

T 
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Program Length 
Downtown Lethbridge Treasure Hunt runs April to October and is 

designed to be 90 minutes in length. 

Curriculum Connections 
Designed to complement the Grade 2 curriculum (A Community in the 

Past), this program may be used for various grades interested in the built 
heritage and development of the community. 

Confirmation, Cancellations, and Contact Information 
Your program has been scheduled as per the information on your 

confirmation sheet. If you have any questions about your booking or the 
program, please contact the Museum Educator at tours@galtmuseum.com or 
(403) 320-4248. If you must cancel or reschedule a program, please let us 
know as soon as possible. 

Payment 
Payments can be made in advance of the program or on the day of the 

program. The Galt accepts VISA, Mastercard, debit, cash, and cheques. 
Cheques should be made out to the Galt Museum & Archives or City of 
Lethbridge. If payment is made in advance, receipts will be available on the 
day of the program. Otherwise, receipts will be mailed out to the school. The 
payment amount is $45 per class per program. 

Our Expectations of Visitors  
There should be one adult for every four or five students in the class 

(this may include yourself). More adults are always welcome and there is no 
cost for adult supervisors. Younger siblings accompanying the class with 
their parents are also most welcome to attend the program (as long as there 
is adequate supervision). This program takes place in Galt Gardens. Students 
will not leave Galt Gardens during the program and have no need to cross 
streets. 

mailto:tours@galtmuseum.com
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The Role of Adult Supervisors 
Adult supervisors are an integral part of the Galt’s programs. The 

following suggestions are provided to help make their role clearer and easier 
to manage. Some teachers find it useful to photocopy these suggestions for 
their adult supervisors. 

 Float around and assist during the activities. 
 Maintain the focus of the activities as you assist students 

through the activities. Remind students of what they are trying 
to discover and help them troubleshoot problems they may 
encounter. 

 Depending on the activity, supply the students with answers to 
questions and additional information. Your Museum Education 
Volunteer (Docent) or Museum Educator will answer any 
questions you may have. If a question can not be answered 
during the program, it will be recorded and more information 
will be forwarded to the school. 

 Assist in keeping students together. Please ensure they do not 
leave Galt Gardens. 

 Ask any available staff for assistance if there is an emergency. 
 Encourage the students to ask questions and get involved. 
 Enjoy your visit. 

Your Arrival at Galt Gardens 
• Buses and vehicles may drop off and pick up students at the perimeter 

of Galt Gardens. 
• Galt staff will meet you at the south west corner of Galt Gardens (at 

the corner of 3 Avenue and 5 Street South). 
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Background Information for Downtown Lethbridge Treasure 
Hunt 

Galt Gardens 

Sometime in the late summer or fall of 1884, Elliott Galt and his father 
devoted an hour or two to the drawing up of a town plan. Sir Alexander 
probably concentrated on town and street names, as this gave him a chance 
to flatter officials and gratify the vanity of shareholders of his various 
companies. Elliott likely sketched the plan, which consisted of a simple grid 
system of streets and avenues south of the proposed railway station…. 
Another noteworthy features was a ten-acre [4.05 ha] block which was 
designed to be a park and playground—a breathing space—for the city that 
Elliott Galt and his father were convinced would one day surround it….The 
Galt company paid [Montague] Aldous’ expenses; part of its agreement with 
him was that he would lay out the new prairie level town-site. 

Aldous undoubtedly worked from the sketches earlier prepared by 
Elliott Galt and his father. He completed the town-site survey in March 
[1885] and prepared detailed plans. Town lots were available for sale by 9 
May 1885. The prairie level town began to take shape on 1 August. It was 
officially named Lethbridge on 15 October. By 31 December, about 1,000 
people had settled in the new community. 

The ten-acre [4.05 ha] block sketched by the Galts was surveyed in two 
parts: the outside boundaries which now comprise 1 Avenue, 7 Street, 3 
Avenue and 5 Street South; and the central reserve, a 200 x 200 foot [61 x 
61 m] area containing portions of each of the four blocks making up The 
Square. One purpose of the reserve, even in 1885, seemed to be to impose 
additional controls on use of the property. Separate land titles were issued 
for each of the main portions of the proposed park and the central reserve. 
One early news reports referred to the area as the square, but the name was 
soon capitalized to The Square, sometimes The Public Square. 
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The purpose of the reserve was, and is, a puzzle. It is shown on Charles 
A. Magrath’s Town of Lethbridge 1890 map, which included Aldous’ 
original survey, and is described on a certificate of title dated 12 April 1898. 
There are those who still think that Elliott Galt and his father, at least 
initially, visualized a personal mansion on the central reserve surrounded by 
what is now Galt Gardens Park. This seems unlikely. Galt himself said in 
1908 he intended that “at some time the reserve in the centre should become 
the site of a public building, worthy of the site, in the nature of a gift 
building.” But his intentions were and are far from clear. 

The business district began to develop on the west and south sides of 
the park and somewhat later on the east side. At the time the Square was 
simply an expanse of native vegetation. Nevertheless, it proved to be useful 
as a place to tie up horses and park travois, carriages, stage-coaches and 
wagons or as a location to rest oxen from the increasingly fewer bull trains. 
From this circumstance a local myth has evolved, namely, that the Square 
was set aside by the Galts as a turning around place for the bull trains from 
Fort Benton. Round Street (5th Street South), it was said, was so named 
because the bull trains turned ‘round there.’ 

We have Elliott Galt’s own 1908 statement that the block was set aside 
in 1885 as a park and playground for the town. Round Street was named 
after Edmund Round, a shareholder in the Galt company. Actually the last 
bull train to haul supplies over the Benton or Whoop-Up Trail traversed the 
route in early summer 1885 on its way to Fort Macleod and never came near 
the Square. The only “bulls” ever to set foot in the park likely were oxen 
used to haul upland hay into Lethbridge from the Milk River Ridge. 

By 27 March 1889 calls for improvement of the property were being 
heard. By 1 May, the property was being fenced. “This will prevent its being 
cut up by traffic from every direction,” said the editor of the Lethbridge 
News. 

A bandstand was erected on the Square about 1889. On 3 July 1906 
council asked the Lethbridge Iron Works to fabricate about a dozen iron 
benches for The Public Square, each bench to be ten feet long. Three sides 
of the Square were to be plowed and cinder paths built; the north side of the 
park had already been done. 
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A lengthy editorial in the Lethbridge News of 8 June 1906 summed up 
local feelings about the public park. It said in part, “the Square is one of our 
most valuable public assets. It enhances the value of every property facing 
upon it. One of the most pleasant sights in Lethbridge, both to the eye and to 
the mind, is offered by the groups of young men and boys who find in the 
Square every summer evening a place for athletic games they would 
otherwise lack.” 

By 1907, Lethbridgians had long since decided that they owned the 
Square. Council and the Board of Trade had done pretty much as they 
wanted with the property since 1889, apparently without any direction or 
interference from the Galt company….Ten days later [January 1908] council 
met in the committee of the whole and moved, “That it is the opinion of this 
committee that the Square is the most suitable place for a new courthouse, 
provided arrangements can be made with the company and a by-law is 
passed by ratepayers.” 

By this time Elliott Galt must have been getting annoyed. He had given 
up the position of general manager of the AR&ICo in 1905 for health 
reasons but remained as president of the company. Some time between early 
January and late February 1908, he must have reminded council in 
unmistakable terms that the city did not own the Square and that council was 
in no position to suggest that a courthouse be located there…. 

It is unlikely that committee members met very often—if at all— with 
the reclusive Elliott Galt, then 58 years of age and suffering from a skin 
cancer on the right side of his face. Instead, they dealt with his brother-in-
law, Charles Alexander Magrath, also nearing the end of his tenure in the 
city of Lethbridge. Magrath wanted Elliott and John Galt, the latter Elliott’s 
half-brother and a director of the AR & I Co, to give the Square to the City 
of Lethbridge, although Elliott Galt thought such a move to be premature. 
However, Magrath proved to be very persuasive and Elliott Galt finally 
agreed to give the property to the city. 

Ensuing developments were discussed by council on only one occasion: 
the minutes of the 28 September 1908 meeting indicate that Elliott Galt had 
given The Public Square to the city, except for the 200 x 200 foot reserve in 
the centre. The property was to remain undivided. Council was to expend 
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what it could afford for park purposes. The right of ingress and egress to the 
centre was to be restricted and reserved. 

The final chapters in the ownership story were written in 1910 and 
1926. On 31 August 1910, the transfer became effective following approval 
by the remaining officials of the AR&ICo…The square officially became 
Galt Park after 18 October 1909…. 

On 15 February 1926 council arranged with the Canadian Pacific 
Railway company (the CPR had bought out the AR&ICo. in 1912) to sell 
city water to the company at a rate of nine cents per 1000 gallons for five 
years. In return, the CPR agreed to deed the central reserve in Galt Gardens 
(so-called after 31 March 1913) to the city without further cost… 

Gradual improvements were made to the first bandstand. The building 
that resulted was called the publicity building and consisted by 19 April 
1909 of an elevated bandstand with bell-shaped roof, which was reached by 
an outside curved staircase. It sat atop a single, glass-fronted room. The 
room was used to display samples of locally-grown grains and grasses as 
well as carefully chosen photographs of the region, and to distribute the 
wildly-optimistic promotional literature of the day…Council reached an 
agreement with the Board of Trade to take over the publicity building as the 
Board of Trade offices…. 

In 1944, the Board of Trade decided that the time had come to move to 
new quarters. The Galt Gardens building had become increasingly isolated 
as the business district shifted south along 5th Street and 4th Avenue. Further, 
it had become a hangout for drunks and idlers…. 

On 25 September 1944, Walter Gurney applied to the city to lease the 
former Board of Trade building as a museum. His application was approved 
on 19 October Gurney’s Museum became a fixture in the city. In 1961 
Gurney sold his collection of curios and oddities to Belmore Schultz of Milk 
River and closed the facility. The building was demolished on 28 August 
1961…. 

For a brief period council permitted the erection in Galt Gardens of 
small buildings covered with gaudy advertising…. 
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A $34,000 Carnegie Foundation-funded public library was built on a 
site in Galt Gardens opposite 6th Street South and was opened without 
fanfare in January 1922…. 

An $88,000 post-Second World War program of expansion of the 
public library was completed and the library reopened on 4 November 1951. 
Requests for additional space started almost immediately. However, it was 
not until 4 April 1974 that a new public library was opened on the southwest 
corner of 5th Avenue and Stafford Drive… 

Cultural groups in the city began to promote conversion of the old 
public library buildings in Galt Gardens into an art gallery….By 9 August 
1975 Allan MacKay had been hired as director/curator and the Southern 
Alberta Art Gallery was in operation, opening its doors to the public early in 
1976. 

Taken from Lethbridge Galt Gardens Park 

Alex Johnston, Sir Alexander Galt Museum, Lethbridge, Alberta 1988 

Pre- and Post-Activities 
These activities can be done prior to your visit to the Galt or after you 

have returned to your classroom. 
My Place 

Imagine you have been asked to design and build whatever building 
you want. It can be a house, a store, a school – anything. Would it be big or 
small? Tall or short? Out of what material would you make it? Draw your 
building. Don’t forget to give your building a name. 

A Personal Time Line 

This activity will allow students to think about the past generally and 
their own histories specifically. Have each student draw a time line for 
themselves and their family. Here are some things you will want to put 
down. When were your parents born? Brothers and sisters? When did you 
move into your house? When did you start school? Students might want to 
take the time line into the future and put in dates such as when they will 
graduate. 
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Lethbridge’s Time Line 

Write out the following events on sheets of paper and give each pair 
of events to the students (may work in groups). Let them know that these are 
all events that have happened in Lethbridge’s past. Have them put them 
decide which of the two events happened first and which happened second. 
How are they making their choices? Is it possible to put all of the pieces of 
paper in order in a time line? Leave the time lines there and come back to 
them following the program. Are any changes made? 

1st store in Lethbridge opens in a tent 
1st brick building built in Lethbridge 
People park wagons and travois in The Square 
People visit Galt Park by riding the street car 
Lethbridge House Hotel is built in Lethbridge—sheets are hung to 
create rooms 
My Favourite Building 

There are many different reasons why a building might become our 
favourite. We might like how the building looks, might enjoy the activities 
that take place in the building, it may be connected with our past. Have the 
students name important and famous buildings in Lethbridge and then have 
them vote on their “favourite” building. What is your class’ favourite 
building? Students can also interview their parents and families about their 
favourite buildings in Lethbridge and why. 
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Once Upon a Building 

Have each student choose a building and look at it (may be a 
photograph). For a few minutes, pretend you are this building and write 
down your thoughts about the questions below. 

“What’s the expression on your face? How do you feel today—old, 
happy, lonely, comfortable, tired? What can you see from where you stand?” 

“How would you like to be decorated and treated by the people who 
live and work in you? Who did you like most that’s lived or worked there in 
the past—an old man, a child, an animal, a special family? What were they 
like?” 

“How has the neighbourhood changed since you’ve been around? And 
how do you feel about the future—do you want to stay there? Is there 
anything that would make you happier? What would make you sad?” 

Now write a poem or story about your building. You can pretend it’s a 
long time ago or many years in the future. You can pretend to be the 
building itself or perhaps someone who lived there. Pretend anything you’d 
like! 

You may find pictures of historic buildings in Lethbridge on the 
Archives page of the Galt Museum’s web-site (www.galtmuseum.com). 
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Structures of a Community 

Either through a walking tour or discussion, have the class note as 
many different types of structures as they can. Some different structures they 
might look for include: 

1. Structures people live in. 
Houses, apartment buildings, hotels, etc. 

2. Structures for business. 
Stores, businesses, banks, gas stations, stables, restaurants and 
taverns, etc. 

3. Structures for education. 
Schools, libraries, museums, art galleries, etc. 

4. Structures for government or similar services. 
Post offices, city hall, court house, police stations, fire stations, 
hospitals, jails, etc. 

5. Structures for transportation. 
Airports, bus stops, etc. 

6. Structures for manufacturing or industry. 
Warehouses, newspapers, factories, generating plants, etc. 

7. Structures for worship. 
Churches, synagogues, temples, etc. 

8. Structures for farming. 
Barns, Quonsets, etc. 

9. Structures for entertainment. 
Theatres, community halls, sports arenas, cinemas, swimming 
pools, etc. 

10. Any other interesting or unusual structures in your community. 
Bridges, monuments, fences, etc. 

Ask: Why are there so many different types of structures in Lethbridge? 
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Everything Changes 
Introduce the concept to your class that everything changes – including 

themselves, their school, and their community. Have the students bring in 
baby pictures of themselves to show how they have changed. Ask them to 
think of how Lethbridge might have changed. Brainstorm as many ways as 
you can of how Lethbridge has changed. 

Your Galt Program 
Activity 1: Welcome and Introduction 

Students will be welcomed to downtown Lethbridge and will be 
introduced to the idea that communities change over time. Downtown 
Lethbridge is one of the oldest areas of Lethbridge and we can learn a lot 
about Lethbridge by comparing and contrasting downtown today with 
downtown of the past. The activities for the rest of the program will be 
introduced to the students. 

Activity 2: Treasure Hunt 

Using historic photographs of Galt Gardens and the surrounding 
buildings and streets along with clues, students will solve the Galt Gardens 
treasure hunt. Students will work in groups and will go throughout and 
around Galt Gardens (perimeter and inside park) to find answers to the 
Treasure Hunt. 

Activity 3: Wrap Up and Conclusion 

Students will review the activities of the program and will be invited to 
continue to study the built heritage and communities of Lethbridge. The 
answers to the Treasure Hunt will be reviewed and students will be lead on a 
tour that will explain the importance of the buildings and plaques and 
provide additional information related to the park and downtown. 

Glossary 
 Built Heritage 

• Built heritage includes buildings, other structures, landscapes, 
districts and archaeological sites. 
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Evaluation 
An evaluation form was sent out with your confirmation. Evaluation 

results allow us to offer the most effective and highest standard program that 
we can. Your feedback and suggestions are greatly appreciated. Please fax 
the form back to us at (403) 329-4958 or mail to Museum Educator at  
910 4 Ave S,  Lethbridge, AB  T1J 0P6. 
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